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Charity Classic Car Show Raises over $20,000

Here Comes the Bride….

Our 2022 Charity Classic Car Show was yet another supercharged success, raising over $20,000 for 
the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Cleveland Chapter.   Over 100 classic cars registered, ranging 
from a 1920’s Model T-Ford, a 1958 Mercedes Benz, and so many others.  A picture-perfect day 
weather-wise resulted in much foot traffic, with spectators enjoying oldies music by DJ Mike of 
Cadillac Sound Machine, delicious hamburgers and hot dogs, 50/50 raffle, and chance raffle baskets.  
Many, many thanks to all the volunteers who helped in any way with this wonderful charity event.   An 
extra special THANK YOU to our sponsors (see page 4 for a complete list), vendors (donations of the 
wonderful chance raffle baskets), as well as Matt Moore (father of Katie Moore, AM Medical Records) 
for singing the National Anthem.  What a great voice!   We look forward to an even more amazing 
2023.  With your continued help, we can make Alzheimer’s one day be a curable, treatable disease.

Chloe Slavin and David Cremi exchanged wedding vows under the Gazebo in the 
Kensington at Anna Maria Courtyard last month.  See Page 11 for pictures of this 
beautiful ceremony!  
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Resident Profile

Daniel Dyer was born on November 11, 1944 in 
Enid, Oklahoma, the middle child of three children: 
younger brother, Dave, and older brother, Richard. 
He moved to Hiram, Ohio in 1956 when his father 
became a professor of education at Hiram College. 
Daniel fondly remembers the times he played 
baseball and tennis throughout his youth. While an 
undergraduate at the college where his father taught, 
he worked at on-campus jobs in the kitchen and the 
library. 

After completing his bachelor’s degree, he began 
taking graduate courses at Kent State University, 
where he met the love of his life, Joyce, in an 
American Transcendentalism class. They met in July 
of 1969 and tied the knot on December 20, 1969—
driving to New Orleans for their honeymoon in a 
snowstorm. They settled down in Kent, where they 
started a family and finished their PhDs. For a year 
they moved to Illinois and taught at Lake Forest 
College, near Chicago, but they came back to Ohio, 
where Daniel proceeded to complete thirty years 
of teaching at Harmon Middle School in Aurora 
and ten more years at Western Reserve Academy in 
Hudson, Ohio. He was named one of the year’s fifty 

“Most Interesting People” in the Cleveland area by 
“Cleveland Magazine” in 1994, awarded an excellence 
in teaching prize from Western Reserve Academy 
in 201l, and inducted into the Aurora Alumni 
Association Honored Educator Hall of Fame in 2013. 

Daniel loves Shakespeare and has read all his plays 
and taught many of them to his students. He has 
seen live performances of every play. A prolific 
reader and writer, Daniel reviewed hundreds of 
books for “Kirkus Reviews” and the “Cleveland Plain 
Dealer” and has written several memoirs, collections 
of poetry, and biographies of Jack London, Mary 
Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, John O’Hara, and William 
Shakespeare. His annotated and illustrated edition 
of “The Call of the Wild” has become a standard 
reference. 

He cherishes memories of having taught his son, 
Stephen, at Harmon Middle School and of their daily 
drives together, as well as a trip he took with Steve 
to Alaska when he was completing his “Call of the 
Wild” research. Steve recently took his younger son 
to Alaska to retrace the trip he had made with his 
father. On an earlier trip, Steve and his older son 
found many places in Oklahoma that held meaning 
for Daniel—his elementary school (Adams), his house 
on Elm Street, his grandmother’s house. Steve’s son 
took a loaf of bread along with him and threw a piece 
of it everywhere they visited to show Daniel how 
much he is loved. You all might be wondering, Why a 
loaf of bread? Well, Daniel is an amazing sourdough 
baker—and has been for 35 years! He loves to bake 
and so his grandson took a loaf of bread that Daniel 
had made and scattered it on the Oklahoma ground 
where his grandfather had stood when he was a boy.

DANIEL DYER

Daniel’s favorite quote is from Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 116”: “Let me not to the marriage of true minds / 
Admit impediments.” Daniel’s advice for the younger generation: READ!!!!!! 



Summer Edition  3

Employees of the Month

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

SEPTEMBER

Title:  Assisted Living Caregiver
Years of Service: 1 Year
Family:  Husband Damien (truck driver), daughter 
Layla (15 years old; sophomore in high school); son 
Damien (13 years; 7th grade)
Favorite Food:  Seafood
Favorite Restaurant:  Wasabi Steak and Sushi in 
Beachwood
Hobbies:  Puzzles and hanging out with family 
Music:  Enjoys R & B with favorite artists being 
Beyonce, Chris Brown, and Ne-Yo
Vacation Destination:  Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina
Fun Fact:  Enjoys bowling and cracking jokes – 
Likes to make people smile (and she succeeds!)
Why Anna Maria?:  Has worked for over 10 years 
in healthcare and appreciates the family atmosphere.  
We have the best residents, and she enjoys taking care 
of them

Elaine Johnson

Justina Lampica 

Anna MariaAssisted Living Caregiver

STNA

*** stay tuned to the October newsletter for fun facts about Justina.  
Congratulations!
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Car Show

Aurora VFW
Absolute Pharmacy
Discount Drug Mart

Freedom2Go
Kims Korner
Liberty Ford

Steel Valley Xray
TXI

United Medical Supply

Assured Partners (Neace 
Lukens) 

CertaSite
Humana – Agent John 

Phillips
HW & Company
Impact Medical

L & M Legal Group
Lincare

Merchants Linen
Meritech

24/7 Medical Transport

Allstate Medical
Compassus Hospice
Countertops by Nate

CSL Consulting
HDS

John Smith Promotions
Skala Nationwide 

Insurance
Toma & Associates

US Foods 
Wright Heating and Cooling

Dr. Emmert Podiatry
Express Car Wash

Graphics by Designs
Howard Hanna (Mary 

Strimple)
Ice Queen 

Keating Service
Kellerman Landscapes

Life Hearing and Balance
Mitchell Media

Northeast Ohio Boomer 
Magazine

Sheraton Furniture 
Tricon Roofing, Inc.

Western Reserve Medical 
Group

Diamond Sponsors 
($1,000) 

Platinum Sponsors 
($500) 

Gold Sponsors 
($300)

Silver Sponsors 
($100)

We appreciate the generosity of our sponsors and thank them for supporting our 2022 Car Show!  

Classic Charity Car Show

Our Sponsors
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Car Show
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Car Show

Registration table – Lesley Hall, Jeff and Jody Rader

Jo Perko and Debbie Carr at Chance Raffle Baskets table

DJ Mike from Cadillac Sound Machine

Freshly-popped popcorn and Cracker Jack

The crew from Gardens Hospice scoop out ice cream
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Car Show

Chae Bivins and her amazing crew – food was out-
standing!

Jean Raymont and family Dorothy V. and son Mark

Jennie D.

Vickie and Evan Webster visit the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion booth
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Anna Maria / Kensington

A LOOK AT WHAT IS GOING ON... 

ANNA MARIA /
KENSINGTON

A special cookout featuring Polish Boys (beef sausages) grilled to perfection by Anna Maria Cook 
Delvon Blanton, and topped with homemade coleslaw, BBQ sauce, and French fries, helped raise 
money for two employees who recently experienced deaths in their families.  We raised $1,300.  Wow, 
we are such an incredible group.  Thank you to everyone who supported this fundraiser.  

Who Wants a Polish Boy?  

Delvon (green shirt) and Chef Jim

Della Hejduk (social services) Sarah King, RN, Unit Manager (left) and Katie Moore, STNA, Medical Records

Tasted as good as it looks!Kelly Cook, LPN enjoying her 
Polish Boy

Delvon make an amazing 
homemade BBQ sauce

Betty Eden (payroll)
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Anna Maria / Kensington

This beautiful butterfly was flitting and floating around the flowers in the Courtyard at Kensington.  
Absolutely breathtaking.  Butterflies are a critically endangered species, so it’s a special treat to see 
one. 

A bit of a drive to Eastlake, but always worth it.  Anna Maria residents enjoyed “peanuts and Cracker 
Jack” while watching the Lake Erie Captains take on the Cedar Rapids Kernels.  Captains went on to 
win 8-4.  Beautiful night for a ball game.  

Everyone is Like a Butterfly

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!

Let’s play ball!

Beautiful night for a ballgame

Who is that green guy with the yellow 
nose?

Look at that smile on Jean’s face!



10 Anna Maria of Aurora Newsletter

Anna Maria / Kensington

Our residents so look forward to monthly music therapy with Abby.  Music therapy has been proven 
to reduce anxiety, lower stress, mood swings and blood pressure, and improves healing.   Just what 
the doctor ordered!  Afterwards the fun continued with beach ball volleyball.  

Music Therapy and Beach Ball Fun

Judy R. with drumsticks Michael F. so enjoys music therapy

Great action shot of Charles B.

Osie E. – waltz or polka?
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Anna Maria / Kensington

With the recent health decline of her father, a resident at Kensington at Anna Maria, Chloe Slavin 
knew attending a traditional wedding ceremony and reception would not possible for him.  So she 
asked administrator Chris Norton if she and her fiancé, David Cremi, might hold the ceremony in the 
beautiful courtyard at Kensington.   Of course!  The Kensington staff eagerly began preparations for 
the big day.   With immediate family present, David and Chloe exchanged vows, with her biggest fan, 
her father, front and center.  Cake and pastries were enjoyed afterwards.   Chloe was so thankful to 
the staff at Kensington, “…The wedding day exceeded our expectations and was even more beautiful 
than we ever could imagine. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for turning our dream into a 
reality and more importantly, taking care of one of the most important people in my life - my dad. We 
are grateful for the entire staff at Anna Maria. Love, Chloe and David.”  Much love and happiness to 
the new Mr. and Mrs. David Cremi! 

A Most Beautiful Day…

Chloe with her beloved father, Dale

The beautiful bride

Immediate family members attende

Mr. and Mrs. David Cremi

Chloe with her mother

Cake and desserts

I now pronounce you husband and wife

The gazebo looked beautiful

Party favors for the staff
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Anna Maria / Kensington

We’d like to welcome Jeffrey Kudley Hanigan to the Campus of 
Anna Maria family!  Jeffrey is our Medicaid Liaison / Accounting 
Specialist.  While his main responsibility is assisting families 
apply for Medicaid (and help them understand the process), he 
will also handle our accounts receivables.  *** Jeffrey grew up 
in Aurora, and currently resides in Shaker Hts.  He previously 
worked in accounting and human resources for the Cheesecake 
Factory, and was an administrator for an assisted living facility 
in Columbus.  He holds a solid background in nutrition and 
is a Certified Dietary Manager.  Jeffrey attended Tri-C and 
THE Ohio State University, and is thrilled to be a part of the 
Anna Maria team.  He enjoys spending time with family (most 
importantly his newly-adopted 2 ½ year old son) and can’t 
wait to assist you!  He can be reached at 330 562-6171 x203.

Things aren’t always as they appear on the surface….must look under the sea!  Kensington at Anna 
Maria residents celebrated all things “under the surface” during “Under the Sea” week.   A visit from a 
friendly shark, pearl diving with live mollusks, and baking sand dollar cookies were the highlights of 
the fun-filled week.  “Let the sea set you free…. (unknown)”

Welcome Jeffrey Kudley Hanigan!

Under The Sea….
Welcome Jeffrey kudley Hanigan

Barb W. (left) and Marge H. pearl diving

Bob and Marge H. – what great “under the sea” pictures!

Debra G. – beautiful pearl necklace!

Betty C. – another beautiful pearl necklace
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Dolores S.

Gary B. – give me five!

Just who is this friendly shark? With Marge and Bob H. Which one would you pick?

Ready for pearl diving! What a pretty pink pearl!

A very friendly shark says hello to Dora M. and Susan M
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Anna Maria / Kensington

One of our favorite summer “field trips” is a trek to Beartown Lakes Reservation in Bainbridge, a 149- 
acre park featuring more than 22 acres of open water and a mature beech-maple forest.  We enjoyed a 
pizza lunch while being entertained by a couple of boys fishing in the lake.  They were kind enough to 
show us the nice fish they caught.  Always a fun time at Beartown.

Last month our Kensington residents enjoyed a trip to Geneva; this month it was Anna Maria’s turn.  
A most beautiful day; sunny and not too hot.   A nice pavilion with an awesome view of Lake Erie 
provided shade while we enjoyed sub sandwiches and chips.  The great day was topped off with a stop 
for ice cream on the way home.   

Beartown Lakes Reservation

Geneva-on-the-Lake
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Anna Maria / Kensington

What flower most reminds one of summer?  Odds are, the sunflower automatically comes to mind.  
Anna Maria residents had a lot of fun crafting a beautiful sunflower out of clothespins.   These lovely 
sunflowers can be found hanging on many a resident door.

When Anna Maria 
resident Bob Banham 
is in need of a haircut, 
who does he call?  John 
Jones!  Who knew our 
Executive Director of 
Business Operations 
was a man of many 
talents?  May be a start 
of a new career for 
John!  Looking good 
Bob!

Sunflowers

Looking Good Bob!

Betty B.

Cathy F.

Debbie Mc.

Time-consuming but fun project

Dolores H.
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Assisted / Independent Living

A LOOK AT WHAT IS GOING ON... 

ASSISTED / 
INDEPENDENT LIVING

This may be Aurora’s best kept secret!  Throughout the year, the Moebius Nature Center presents 
events and programs for children and adults, children, and families.   Most of the events are nature-
related and allow us to learn more about respecting our environment and the awesomeness of nature.  
Residents enjoyed a wonderful presentation called “Ashes to Oaks” where we were educated about 
diseased ash trees being replaced with oak trees.  A nature walk concluded our wonderful day at the 
Moebius Nature Center.  

Moebius Nature Center
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Assisted / Independent Living

Our scenic bus rides (this one through the North Chagrin Reservation) are even more fun when the 
bus detours for ice cream on the way back to Anna Maria.  This time we enjoyed Foster’s Homemade 
Ice Cream, located in Willoughby.   Definite 5-stars.  Delicious!

We warmly welcome Jim Hayden, our new 
Director of Dining Services for our assisted and 
independent living dining rooms.   Jim has over 
30+ years experience as an executive chef, dining 
director, and restaurant owner.  He completed his 
apprenticeship at Walden (here in Aurora) under 
Stephan Rieger, a master chef from Switzerland.  
Jim also worked along side with Michael Symon 
at Giovanni’s (before Michael became famous 
on the Food Network).  We are fortunate to have 
someone with Jim’s experience here at Anna 
Maria.  His recipes are amazing! 

Congratulations to our own in-house therapy dog, 
BOWIE, the winner of Aurora’s Cutest Pet Contest, 
sponsored by Aurora Neighbors Magazine.   
Bowie beat out hundreds of other dogs, and is 
it any surprise that he won?  He’s adorable and 
provides so much love and happiness to our 
residents.  He was presented with a gift card to 
Petsmart  (wonder what he’ll buy?) and will be 
featured in the October issue of Aurora Neighbors  
Magazine.

Scenic Bus Ride

Welcome Jim Hayden, 
Director of Dining Services 

City of Aurora’s Cutest Pet
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Assisted / Independent Living

Can Happy Hour get any happier?  Might be standing-room only soon.  So glad that our residents take 
advantage of this fun get-together every Friday.  One of the appetizers, pesto pizza, was made with 
fresh basil from our garden!  So delicious! 

We celebrated a few birthdays last month.  Happy birthday to Regina Gorski and Gary Brodie and 
many more.  Love the birthday “hat.” 

Happy Hour

Happy Birthday!

Wow, look at that beautiful basil!

Happy Hour always has a good turnout

Gary Brodie Regina Gorski

Pesto Pizza was so tasty

Assisted / Independent Living
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Assisted / Independent Living

Had a great turnout for lunch at the Mason Jar in Aurora.    We filled two tables!   Food of choice?  A 
BLT!  Delicious!  A few enjoyed a good burger.  You can’t go wrong with the food at the Mason Jar.  
We will be back!

Mason Jar

Assisted / Independent Living
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Assisted / Independent Living

These beautiful tomatoes were grown in our garden, and our new Director of Dining Services, Jim 
Hayden, turned these beauties into a most delicious salsa, which we enjoyed with chips during Happy 
Hour!  Nothing like fresh vegetables from our own garden!

From Garden to Table

Is this not the cutest?  A ladybug made with a strawberry body, blueberry head, and chocolate 
dots and antennae.  We were quick to finish so we could enjoy.  Residents do enjoy their weekly 

“snacktivity.”

Ladybugs

Ginny R. reading directions Marion S. says – delicious! Aren’t they SO cute?
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Calendar

National Wilderness Month – The National Wilderness Preservation System protects more than 111 
million acres for Americans to enjoy.  Ohio boasts nine national parks including one in our own backyard, the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park! (** can you name all nine parks in Ohio?  Email editor Joann Poremba at 
jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com or text 330 472-3555 for a chance to win a gift card!)
National Chicken Month – What part of the chicken is your favorite?  Thigh, drumstick, breast, or wing?  
Favorite “chicken” restaurant?  Chick-Fil-A? Buffalo Wild Wings? Raising Cane’s? Popeye’s? KFC? Did you 
know Americans consume approximately 93 pounds of chicken per year?  Say Whaaaaaaaaat?
National Honey Month – Did you know that honey is the only food product consumed by humans that’s 
produced by an insect?  Honey is the only food that has an endless shelf life (if stored properly).  Honey has 
been found in the tombs of the ancient Egyptians, dating back thousands of years. 
(*** what U.S. state –nicknamed the Beehive State- has the highest honey production?)

Sept. 5 – Labor Day. Take a moment to honor the American worker
Sept. 8 – the NFL season kicks off with the Super Bowl champs LA Rams taking on the Buffalo Bills.  Catch all 
the action on NBC (What team will our Cleveland Browns play in Game #1?)
Sept. 11 – Patriot Day, honoring those who lose their lives in the 2001 terrorist attacks
Sept. 11 – Grandparents Day – Stop by and visit or give your grandparents a ring-a-ling-a-ling and say HI
Sept. 17 – Oktoberfest, the largest and most famous beer festival, kicks off at 12Noon in Munich, Germany, 
with the Lord Mayor tapping the first keg of beer – O’zapft Is!  Over 7 million litres of beer will be enjoyed 
during the festival! 
Sept. 22 – The first official day of Fall!  Get ready for apples, cooler weather, and everything pumpkin
 

Calendar

September is...

OUR SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

Joan Wohala

Patricia Bellian

Happy 90th

Happy 90th

Rosa Camino

Jean Jacobs

Debra Gardner Sally Cardaman

Martha Horn

Rosemary Nachtwey

Millie Carr

Sylvester Bartlett Michael Seminatore Magdalena Luzar
Tom Priester

Thomas Laps Olwen Cooper Ruth NilsenTheresa Gleeson Frances Zirkle

Marion Smith

Helen Cardinal
Barbara Gaskins
Dorothy Vartorella
Barbara Zarnick

Richard Pence
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On This Date

Even though September marks the end of summer (who’s crying?), it’s an exciting time of year!  Time for many 
“firsts” like the first day of school, beginning of high school, college, and NFL football, and that first bumper 
crop of our favorite fall fruit:  APPLES!  How well do you know this delicious and nutritious fruit?  
Test your luck with the quiz below for a chance to win a bag of apples!  Email your answers or 
text:  jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com or 330 472-3555.  Good luck!

What is the nickname of John Chapman, the kind and generous American pioneer who 
planted apple seeds in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois?

China produces more apples than any other country – True or False

In all, 36 states produce apples commercially including Ohio.  What state is the TOP 
producer? 

What type of apple is the most popular here in the USA?

Half of the apple crop here in the states is turned into products like applesauce and 
apple juice.  True or False

BONUS:  What is the ONLY apple native to North America?

On This Date

TRIVIA

SEPT. 1, 1752 SEPT. 4, 1998 SEPT. 9, 1776 SEPT. 24, 1846 
The Liberty Bell arrives 
in Philadelphia, PA

The Continental 
Congress changes the 
name of the United 
Colonies to the United 
States

Google is founded by 
Larry Page with a key 
assist by Sergey Brin

Neptune, our solar 
system’s eighth planet, 
is discovered by 
German astronomer 
Johann Gottfried Galle 
at a Berlin Observatory
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