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Here’s a Great Holiday Recipe!
It’s always fun to try new recipes during the holiday!  See page (11) for a few favorites of our 
employees!

The Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora, along with assistance from the Gardens of Western Reserve Hospice and 
army reservists, held a touching ceremony in honor of our veterans. We are proud to be the home of over 20 
veterans, including several who served in World War II (about 325,000 WWII veterans are alive today).  We 
presented each veteran with a pin and a certificate.  May God continue to bless our veterans; we thank you for 
your service to our country.  *** See page (4) for additional pictures.

Like Christmas!  A group of our assisted and independent living residents attended the Holiday Organ 
Favorites at Trinity Cathedral.  Such a beautiful picture!

Honoring Those Who Served…. A Salute to our Veterans

It’s Beginning to Look (and Sound)….
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Charles (Chuck) Barber was born on May 11th, 1930, in 
Grand River, Ohio, just a few blocks away from where 
the Shula family lived (the great Don Shula – NFL 
football player and former head coach of the Miami 
Dolphins).  Chuck was the youngest of the four Barber 
children.  When he was one, the family moved to a farm 
in Mentor, on Hendricks Road, where the family lived 
for many happy years.  At Mentor High School, Chuck 
was quite the active student.   He was the quarterback of 
the football team, excelled at track and field (pole vault, 
shotput, and discus), sang bass and tenor in the choir, 
and was president of student council.  Wow!   Quite the 
popular kid!  He graduated in 1948 and enrolled at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, majoring in business administration 
and accounting.  Just like in high school, Chuck remained 
active during his college years, playing basketball, football, 
track and field, and enjoyed the “Greek Life” with the 
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, where he was, of course, 
president.  As busy as college life was, he did find time to 
work at a men’s clothing store on campus, Black Burns.

The photographer for the football team hung up some 
pictures of the football team one day in his shop, and a 
lovely young girl named Carolyn and her mother were 
going for a walk, passed the shop, and checked out the 
pictures.   Carolyn pointed to one of the pictures with 
Chuck and said to her mother, “I’m going to marry that 
guy.”   As fate would have it, Chuck was friends with 
Carolyn’s younger sister, Nancy, who later introduced 
the two.   After graduation, Chuck joined the Air Force 
and served two years of active duty in Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Colorado, then four years of reserve duty.   During 
this time, Chuck proposed to Carolyn, and she said YES!  

They planned for a November wedding.  Shortly after the 
proposal, Chuck decided that he really enjoyed his time 
serving in the Air Force and wanted to make a career out 
of it – obtain his wings and keep moving up the ranks.  
Though Carolyn respected his decision, she said she could 
not marry him.   Chuck chose the love of his life over a 
military career and never turned back.  The two married in 
November of 1954 as planned.

Having  business degree, Chuck began a lucrative career 
in the sales division of a life insurance company, selling 
life and health insurance, retirement programs, etc. to 
corporations.   He eventually became head of Human 
Resources at the corporate office in Hudson.

Chuck and Carolyn were blessed with a lovely family.  
Cheryl was born in 1956, and a few years later came along 
Elizabeth (Beth), followed by Charles Jr., aka Chip.  All the 
kids were outstanding students and athletes; Chip, like his 
father, was quarterback of his high school football team.  

Chuck has resided at Anna Maria for almost a year now, 
and he is quite happy.   He has nothing but good things 
to say about the staff (they are the best, he says, as is our 
food).   He remains as active as he can, and enjoys a nice 
lunch out with his many friends.   A quote for the younger 
generation?  “Have a firm foundation and belief in a 
higher power, trusting in God and that Jesus is your Lord 
and Savior – Your life will be completely different from 
what it was before”  We are blessed to have Chuck Barber 
here with us, and we wish him continued good health and 
happiness.

CHARLES (CHUCK) BARBER
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EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

DECEMBER

Years of Service: 21 years
Family: Seven grandchildren who are my “reason”
Favorite Music:  Enjoys all genres but hearing the 
“oldies” makes me smile
Favorite Food:  Chipotle and Chinese
Best Vacation Spot:  any beach, but the Outer 
Banks is pretty special
Hobby:  sitting in the sun (best stress buster) and 
reading – I enjoy World War II books
If Not a Nurse then What Else?:  Being a nurse 
was a dream of mine since a little girl
Why Anna Maria?:  Started as a PRN nurse, trying 
to figure out where or what I wanted to do.  But that 
never happened – Felt so at home – The atmosphere 
was family and have never looked back or regretted 
decision to stay

Chris Kruger Anna MariaLPN (Unit Manager)

Years of Service: 15 years
Family:  wife Mindy, son Ronan (3 years old), and step-
children Payton, Austin, and Kristen
Pets: Freya (King Corso), Nora (mutt) and cats Kiwi and 
Max
Favorite Food:  Pancakes – Cracker Barrel has the best
Favorite Restaurant: Cheesecake Factory
Music and Artist: I enjoy all genres but listening to the 

“oldies” makes me smile
Vacation Spot:  Hands down the Florida Keys
Fun Fact:  While working as a lifeguard at the Aurora Inn 
many years ago, saved a girl from drowning – the mother 
was so thankful and said I would make an excellent nurse 

– switched from a major in psychology to nursing the next 
day! 
Why Kensington?: It’s a place where everybody knows 
your name

Shawn DiVincenzo Kensington
LPN
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Here are a few additional pictures from our Veteran’s Day service.  Again, thank you for your service!  

A LOOK AT WHAT IS GOING ON... 

ANNA MARIA /
KENSINGTON

Honoring our Veterans – Thank You!

Army reservist (center) with Gardens of Western 
Reserve Hospice

Leroy Getz – Army

Mary Sand – Navy, Vietnam War

William Cardaman – Army – Korean and Vietnam 
Wars

Ernest Moldvay – Navy, WW II

Earl Cortright with son Tim -  Army, Korean War
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Congratulations to Kensington at Anna Maria LPN (East Hall, 3-11pm) on celebrating five years of 
service.   Karin is a dedicated nurse who cares deeply for her residents, and we are happy to celebrate 
this milestone with her.  Congratulations!

We celebrated several birthdays during the month 
of November, including Hubert Phelan and Jane 
Bergh!   May you continue to be blessed with good 
health and happiness!

Congratulations Karin Hasel, LPN

Happy Birthday!

What is your favorite?  Kensington at Anna Maria 
residents enjoyed sampling slices of a variety of 
pies.  Dale Slavin votes for pecan with whipped 
cream!

Pumpkin or Pecan Pie?
Karin (center) with Chris Norton (l) and Diane Staton

One of many gifts Jane opened

Hubert waits for a piece of cake

Activities gals Amber Reed (left) and Traci Lint
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Mr. and Mrs. Heston (bottom right picture), residents at Kensington, enjoyed a fun afternoon crafting 
a lovely Christmas wreath to adorn their apartment door.   Anna Maria residents crafted a few fun 
Thanksgiving crafts as well.

Crafting, Crafting….

Genee Hawkins

Betty Boyce

Violet S. with son Richard

Hubert Phelan

Laurel Conway

Mr. and Mrs. Heston
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What are we thankful for?  Check out the feathers on our annual Thankful Turkey at Kensington at 
Anna Maria!

We are Thankful!

Kensington residents assisted the activities staff with painting cardboard cutouts of presents.  It’s the 
most wonderful time of the year, and residents really enjoy helping!

Santa’s Helpers
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A LOOK AT WHAT IS GOING ON... 

ASSISTED / 
INDEPENDENT LIVING

‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving…
And all gathered for a bit of holiday cheer!  Before the fill-up of turkey and stuffing, AL/IL Activities 
Director Lisa McFarland treated the residents to a festive cheese, cracker, and fruit platter cleverly 
arranged in a turkey shape.  Tasted as good as it looked!
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Resident Karen Perry received a new, warm winter hat from her niece.  During Happy Hour, all took 
turns trying it on.  Who wears it best?

Assisted and independent living residents have been practicing for many weeks now for the upcoming 
Christmas choir concert scheduled for Thursday, December 22nd at 2pm in the Wellness Center.  You 
don’t want to miss it.  Stop by if you get a chance.

Who Wears it Best?

Pitch Perfect
Tom Cadwell Karen Perry

Barbara Wisniewski

Peggy Strohmenger

Tom and Annette Cadwell

Marlys Balch (left) and Patricia James
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How about a slice of Sweet Potato Pie?  Looks delicious, however, if you look closely, these little pies 
are actually cheese and crackers with a dollop of cream cheese. 

This lovely Barred Owl is living in the wooded 
area in the back of our apartments.    Fox, coyote, 
hawks, deer, and other beautiful wildlife have 
been spotted as well. 

Bowie, our in-house therapy dog, lent a helping 
“paw” during the recent tree trimming  session in 
the Wellness Center.  Thanks, Bowie.  

Pie Anyone?

Who Give a Hoot? Lending a Helping Paw...
What am I eating, asks Marion Smith Really looks like pie!

Bowie with Ginny Richner
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From the Holiday Kitchen of Sally Baltes 
RN, Director of Nursing

Ingredients Directions:

ENJOY!

4-6 cloves garlic
1 ½ cups fresh basil leaves, packed
1/3 cup walnuts or pine nuts
2 T. extra virgin olive oil
1 t. fresh lemon juice
3 – 8 oz. packages cream cheese, softened
1/3 cup freshly grated parmesan cheese
1 1/3 cups sundried tomatoes packed in oil, 
drained
1/3 cup tomato paste
½ cup butter, softened
Kosher salt to taste
Freshly ground black pepper to taste
Pita Chips

Finely chop garlic cloves in food processor; add 
basil, nuts, oil, and lemon juice.  Process until 
well-blended.  Add 1/3 cup cream cheeses, all 
parmesan cheese and pulses until just blended; 
place in a medium-sized bowl and set aside
Coarsely chop tomatoes in food processor; add 
tomato paste and blend until mixture is almost 
smooth; add 1/3 cup cream cheese and blend 
well; transfer to a small bowl and set aside
In a large bowl, mix remaining cream cheese  
and butter until fluffy, season with salt and 
pepper
Spray a 9” springform pan with non-stick spray 
and line with plastic wrap, allowing to drape 
over the sides
Using a spoon dipped in hot water, spread ¾ of 
cream cheese/butter mixture evenly on bottom 
of pan – top with half of the tomato mixture, 
then 1/2 cup of cream cheese/butter mixture, 
then pesto mixture
Repeat layers, topping with cream cheese 
mixture.  Cover and chill 6 hours or overnight
Invert torta onto serving platter, carefully peel 
away plastic wrap, and serve with pita chips
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The twelfth and final month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars, and is also the last of 
seven months with a length of 31 days.  December is the first month of winter in the northern hemisphere, 
while it’s the first month of summer in the southern hemisphere.   
The month for holidays, with Christmas (12/25), Hanukkah (12/18), and Kwanzaa (12/26) all occurring 
within a few weeks of each other.  

“Read a Book” Month.  Visit your local library (yes, they still exist) or bookstore (Barnes & Noble, or Target 
has a nice selection) and check out a great book like the 2022 Barnes & Noble Book of the Year, Lessons in 
Chemisty, by Bonnie Garmus.  Text BOOK to 330/472-3555 for a chance to win!  For the kiddos, check out The 
Unicorns Who Saved Christmas, by Mary Winn Heider.  Happy Reading! 

December 1 – Celebrate an icon on Rosa Parks Day
December 2 – National Mutt Day.  Consider adopting a pet from a local shelter
December 4 – National Cookie Day.  Did you know the most famous cookie recipe in the world is for the 
Nestle Toll House chocolate chip cookie? 
December 10 – 2022 Heisman Trophy presentation, honoring college football’s most outstanding player!  
Candidates will be announced on Monday, December 5th.  *** How many Cleveland Browns players (current 
and past) have been Heisman winners?  There’s more than you think!  Email your answer (name(s) and year 
awarded) to jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com for a chance to win a gift card.  Good luck! 
December 12 – Poinsettia Day! This holiday staple is native to Mexico and Guatemala.  While they have a 
reputation for being dangerous to pets, these lovely plants are not severely toxic
December 21 – Winter solstice!  The first day of winter officially begins!  Don’t worry, spring is right around 
the corner!

Calendar

December is...

OUR DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

Pat Azzarello Trudy Unverrich

Fatini Coutris

Betty Sue Singleton

Christina Elwood

Violet Sarosi

Phyllis Hoefel Dorothy Advent Marjorie Cook

Peter Krembs Elsie Echols Dolores Monsour

Joe Vrona

Joy Gallagher

Lucy Kaufman

Carol O’Laughlin Virginia Richner

Robert Banham

Jane Bergh

Linda Marsh

John Jacobs



Section Title

Fall Edition   13

On This Date

DEC. 5, 1901 DEC. 7, 1941 DEC. 16, 1773 DEC. 19, 1843 
Walt Disney is born in 
Chicago, IL

American colonists toss 
342 chests of tea into 
the Boston Harbor in 
what would become 
known as the “Boston 
Tea Party”

Pearl Harbor is bombed 
by the Japanese and 
leads the U.S. into 
WWII

A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens is 
published 

Half the paper America consumes is used to wrap and decorate consumer products

2.6 billion holiday cards are sold each year in the U.S. alone – enough to fill a football field 10 
stories high

From Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day, household waste increases by more than 25%, with the 
majority being wrapping paper and packaging

For fun and festive alternatives, check out:
 ttps://www.familyhandyman.com/list/alternatives-to-ordinary-wrapping-paper

DID YOU KNOW?

Tips for a greener holiday season!
Want to go a little greener this Christmas?  Here are a few facts that might make you see more green!

1

2

3

4
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